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status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 61-114 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) 65-69.103-106 and is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 61-64.70-102.107 and 108 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 14 May 2001 is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 

1 1) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)l3 All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: reference 
character "12" is used to indicate "pressing slide and "board" on Page 23, line 14, line 
18 and line 20. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regaixJs as his invention. 

3. Claims 61-64, 70-102, 107, and 108 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 61 , on line 3, the claim recites "at least one clamping and 
pressing device," however, on line 4 and line 7 only recite "clamping and pressing 
device." It is unclear if the recited feature is required on only one clamping and pressing 
device or more. The examiner suggests, changing to "each said at least one clamping 
and pressing device." 

Regarding claim 62, on line 2, the claim only recites "clamping and pressing 
device." It is unclear if the recited feature is required on only one clamping and pressing 
device or more. The examiner suggests, "at least one clamping and pressing device." 

Regarding claim 64, on line 2, the claim only recites "clamping and pressing 
device." It is unclear if the recited feature is required on only one clamping and pressing 
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device or more. The examiner suggests, "at least one clamping and pressing device." 
And also on line 2, the claim only recites "pressing members," but claim 61 required "at 
least two pressing members." The examiner suggests changing to "at least two 
pressing members." 

Regarding claim 74, on line 2, the claim recites "at least one clamping and 
pressing device," however, on line 3, line 6, and line 13 only recite "clamping and 
pressing device." It is unclear if the recited feature is required on only one clamping and 
pressing device or more. The examiner suggests, changing to "at least one clamping 
and pressing device." Also, on line 13, the claim only recites "pressing members," but 
claim 61 required "at least two pressing members." The examiner suggests changing to 
"at least two pressing members." 

Regarding claim 75, on line 2, the claim only recites "pressing members," but 
claim 61 required "at least two pressing members." The examiner suggests changing to 
"at least two pressing members." 

Regarding claim 76, line 3, the claim only recites "pressing members," but claim 
61 required "at least two pressing members." The examiner suggests changing to "at 
least two pressing members." 

Regarding claim 81, on line 3 and line 6, the claim recites "at least one clamping 
and pressing device," however, on line 3 and line 6 only recite "clamping and pressing 
device." It is unclear if the recited feature is required on only one clamping and pressing 
device or more. The examiner suggests, changing to "at least one clamping and 
pressing device." Also, on line 6, the claim only recites "pressing members," but claim 
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61 required "at least two pressing members." The examiner suggests changing to "at 
least two pressing members." 

Regarding claim 82, on line 3 and line 6, the claim recites "at least one clamping 
and pressing device," however, line 3 and line 6 only recite "clamping and pressing 
device." It is unclear if the recited feature is required on only one clamping and pressing 
device or more. The examiner suggests, changing to "at least one clamping and 
pressing device." 

Regarding claim 84, on line 3, the claim only recites "clamping and pressing 
device." It is unclear if the recited feature is required on only one clamping and pressing 
device or more. The examiner suggests, changing to "at least one clamping and 
pressing device." 

Regarding claim 85, on line 4, the claim only recites "clamping and pressing 
device" and claim 82 recites "at least one clamping and pressing device." It is unclear if 
the recited feature is required on only one clamping and pressing device or more. The 
examiner suggests, changing to "at least one clamping and pressing device." 

Regarding claim 87, on line 2, the claim only recites "the carriage" and claim 86 
recited "at least one height-adjustable carriage." It is unclear if the recited feature is 
required on only one carriage or more. The examiner suggests, changing to "at least 
one carriage." 

Regarding claims 91 and 92, the claims recite "the holding-down device" and 
claim 90 recited "at least one holding-down device." It is unclear if the recited feature is 
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required on only one or more holding-down device. The examiner suggests, changing 
to "at least one holding-down device." 

Regarding claim 93, the claim recites "holding-down elements" and claim 92 
recited "at least two holding-down elements." It is unclear if the recited feature is 
required on only one or more holding-down elements. The examiner suggests, 
changing to "at least one holding-down elements." 

Regarding claim 94, the claim recites "the carriage" and claim 86 recited "at least 
one height-adjustable carriage." It is unclear if the recited feature is required on only 
one carriage or more. The examiner suggests, changing to "at least one carriage." 

4. Claim 94 recites the limitation "the forwardly positioned holding-down element" in 
line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

5. Claim 95 recites the limitation " the forwardly positioned holding-down element " 
in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Regarding claim 102, on line 2, the claim recites "the support parts" and claim 
101 recited "at least two support parts." It is unclear if the recited feature is required on 
only one or more support parts. The examiner suggests, changing to "at least one 
support parts." 

Regarding claim 107, on line 2, the claim recites "the support parts" and claim 
1 01 recited "at least two support parts." It is unclear if the recited feature is required on 
only one or more support parts. The examiner suggests, changing to "at least one 
support parts." 
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Regarding claim 108, on line 2 to line 3, the claim only recites "clamping and 
pressing device" and claim 61 recites "at least one clamping and pressing device." It is 
unclear if the recited feature is required on only one clamping and pressing device or 
more. The examiner suggests, changing to "at least one clamping and pressing 
device." 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 61-64, 70-102, 107, and 108 would be allowable if rewritten or amended 
to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office 
action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sing P Chan whose telephone number is 571-272-1225. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30AM-1 1 :00AM and 
12:00PM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher A Florilla can be reached on 571-272-1 187. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). 
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